Checklist 3: Forest source information for sustainability

	Product
	

	Name of supplier
	
	Government dept
	

	Contact person
	
	Contract number
	

	Contact Details
	
	Date
	


This checklist is in two parts. Firstly, evidence that the definition of ‘sustainable forest management’ being used is acceptable, and secondly that the forest meets the acceptable definition.

1. Definition of sustainability

A locally applicable definition of sustainability is required. This may be a standard, a set of criteria, a code of practice or some other similar document which sets out in detail the requirements for forest management. The term ‘standard’ is used to cover all of these approaches.

1.1 Development process

	Criteria
	How does the standard used comply?
	Mechanism for verification
	Evidence provided or available

	S1 There must be a definition of sustainable based on a widely accepted set of international principles and criteria defining sustainable or responsible forest management at the forest management unit level.
	
	
	

	S2 The definition of sustainable must be performance-based and cover all the issues set out in S5 – S8.
	
	
	

	S3 The process of defining ‘sustainable’ must seek to ensure balanced representation and input from the economic, environmental and social interest categories.
	
	
	

	S4 The process of defining ‘sustainable’ must seek to ensure:

· No single interest can dominate the process;

· No decision can be made in the absence of agreement from the majority of an interest category.
	
	
	


1.2 Content of standard

	CPET Criteria
	Requirements in standard

	S5 Management of the forest must ensure that harm to ecosystems is minimised. In order to achieve this there must be:

a. Appropriate assessment of impacts and planning to minimise impacts;

b. Protection of soil, water and biodiversity;

c. Controlled and appropriate use of chemicals and use of Integrated Pest Management wherever possible.

d. Proper disposal of wastes to minimise any negative impacts.
	

	S6 Management of the forest must seek to ensure that productivity of the forest is maintained. In order to achieve this the definition of sustainable must include requirements for:

a. Management planning and implementation of management activities to avoid significant negative impacts on forest productivity.

b. Monitoring which is adequate to check compliance with all requirements, together with review and feedback into planning.

c. Operations and operational procedures which minimise impacts on the range of forest resources and services.

d. Adequate training of all personnel, both employees and contractors.

e. Harvest levels that do not exceed the long-term production capacity of the forest, based on adequate inventory and growth and yield data.
	

	S7 Management of the forest must seek to ensure that forest ecosystem health and vitality is maintained. In order to achieve this the definition of sustainable must include requirements for:

a. Management planning which aims to maintain or increase the health and vitality of forest ecosystems

b. Management of natural processes, fires, pests and diseases.

c. Adequate protection of the forest from unauthorised activities such as illegal logging, mining and encroachment.
	

	S8 Management of the forest must seek to ensure that biodiversity is maintained to achieve this the definition of sustainable must include requirements for:

a. Implementation of safeguards to protect rare, threatened and endangered species.

b. The conservation/set-aside of key ecosystems or habitats in their natural state.

c. The protection of features and species of outstanding or exceptional value.
	


2. Implementation in the forest

Evidence is required that all of the requirements from the standard outlined above are being implemented in the forest.

	Requirement from the standard
	How does the forest comply?
	Mechanism for verification
	Evidence provided or available

	
	
	
	


Please refer to Practical guides: forest source information for information on how to complete the above Checklist.
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