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1. Background

Supplying timber products from legal sources is a standard condition of UK Government contracts. Supplying timber products from sustainable sources is optional but those suppliers that offer it are given preference when bids are evaluated. The most straightforward way of providing assurance that sources meet these requirements is through certification (category A evidence).

Five forest certification schemes (PEFC, FSC, CSA, SFI, MTCC) were originally assessed against the Government’s contract requirements for legality and sustainability in November 2004. A set of criteria were developed, on the basis of the contract requirements, for undertaking the evaluations.
 The assessment criteria are regularly reviewed and, where possible, improved in the light of experience. 

Following changes to the PEFC certification scheme, in October 2004 and April 2005, PEFC requested that the scheme should be submitted for re-assessment against the UK Government requirements. The results of the original assessments and re-assessments were finalised as procurement guidance for public sector buyers in August 2005.

The Government decided that the re-assessment indicated that the changes to the PEFC scheme should result in forests certified against the requirements of any endorsed national schemes meeting UK Government requirements for legal and sustainable timber, once the changes were fully implemented at national level. However, this decision was made prior to the process of implementation by national schemes being complete, and therefore a public commitment was made to assess the adoption of these changes by national schemes within a reasonable timeframe.

If this assessment finds that changes to the PEFC systems have been adopted as planned, PEFC will be confirmed as delivering assurance of both legality and sustainability. If the changes have not been adopted by all national schemes, PEFC will be confirmed as delivering assurance of legality only.

2. Methodology

2.1 Scope of assessments
2.1.1 The assessments of PEFC national schemes are undertaken on the basis of the scheme requirements, as set out in the publicly available documentation for each scheme. No assessments of the implementation of these documented systems, nor of the actual outcome of certification in the forest, will be made.
2.1.2 The scope of the assessment of national schemes will examine only the three criteria which the PEFC scheme initially failed to deliver. These are:

· Criterion 1.3.3 which relates to the process for standard-setting;

· Criterion 2.4 which relates to consultation during the audit process;

· Criterion 2.5 which relates to provision of publicly-available information on the audit results.

2.2 Stakeholder consultation

2.2.1 CPET will announce the assessments of PEFC national schemes, including the scope of the assessments (section 2.1 above), on the CPET website. Comments from interested parties on the schemes to be assessed will be invited. All national schemes to be assessed will be specifically notified. These announcements and notifications will take place at least 30 days prior to commencement of the review.

2.2.2 All comments received will be acknowledged. Only comments pertinent to the scope of the assessments (section 2.1 above) can be considered during the document review. If clarifications are required relating to any specific comments, the interested party will be contacted. 

2.2.3 A summary of comments received (unattributed) and the response from CPET will be included both in the draft report that is submitted to the schemes for comment, and in the final report. 

2.3 Document review

2.3.1 The assessment of compliance with criteria 2.4 and 2.5 will consider five national schemes. Those selected will include any that have been previously identified by interested parties as potentially not fulfilling the criteria. Otherwise, the selection will be based on a stratified random approach. 

2.3.2 The assessment of compliance with criterion 1.3.3 will consider:

· The five selected national schemes (see 2.3.1), 

· All national schemes where standards have been endorsed by PEFC since October 2004 (when the revised international requirements were adopted)

· All national schemes where standard revision processes are in-progress or their commencement has been publicly announced.

2.3.3 Reviews of the relevant scheme requirements will be undertaken. For each criterion, relevant scheme requirements are identified together with a note of whether these constitute inadequate, partial or full compliance with the criterion. The scoring methodology utilised in the original assessments (0 – criterion not addressed; 1 – criterion partially addressed; 2 – criterion fully addressed) is used. 

2.3.4 The draft assessments will be sent to the respective scheme with an invitation to review the findings and, wherever appropriate, to provide further information or comment on the draft results. If necessary, discussions are held with scheme personnel to discuss and clarify particular issues. 

2.3.5 Provisional results, together with comments from schemes, and all stakeholder comments about scheme performance, are discussed with the CPET Reference Board. Any recommended changes to scores, and their implications for assurance of legality and sustainability, will be specifically discussed. 

2.4 Results

2.4.1 The final results will be notified to the schemes and made publicly available on the CPET website.

2.5 Subsequent actions

2.5.1 To achieve recognition as delivering requirements for sustainability the scheme must achieve a score of at least 1 for each criterion applicable to sustainability as well as an overall score equal to 75% of the total possible. A score of zero for any criterion prevents a scheme from being recognised for the category. Any scores of zero for national schemes that are endorsed by PEFC will therefore prevent PEFC from being recognised as delivering government requirements for sustainability.

2.5.2 If the results change the scheme’s status, in terms of delivering assurance of compliance with the government’s requirements for sustainability, CPET will take appropriate action to amend purchasing guidance and notify public sector buyers. Any changes to procurement guidance will take immediate effect.

3. Timetable

3.1 The public announcement, the selection of national schemes for assessment and their notification, will also take place by 16 December 2005. 

3.2 Assessments will be undertaken by CPET during the week commencing 16 January 2006, after which the draft assessments will be sent to national scheme personnel with a one week period for comment.
3.3. The provisional results, including comments received from stakeholders and comments from schemes on the draft assessments, will be discussed with the CPET Reference Board on 3 February 2006, and published as soon as they are finalised during February. 







� A copy of the UK Government criteria for assessing certification schemes can be found on the CPET website at www.ProForest.net/cpet


� The results of both the original assessment and the reassessment are available on the CPET website at www.ProForest.net/cpet





The Central Point of Expertise for Timber Procurement (CPET) is run by ProForest on behalf of the UK Department for the Environment. The purpose of CPET is to support the implementation of the UK government commitment to source wood products from legal and sustainable sources. For further information visit www.ProForest.net/cpet or call 01865 243766.
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