Summary points of CPET Reference Board Meeting 06/12/2005

Attendees:                                                                       Apologies:

Bob Andrew, Defra                                                          Martin Gale Confor

Katharine Thoday, Defra

Claire Treliving, Defra

Dr Ruth Nussbaum, ProForest (CPET)

Neil Judd, ProForest (CPET)

Kate Bottreil, ProForest (CPET)

Saskia Ozinga, FERN

Beatrix Richards, WWF

Andy Roby, TTF

Apologies: Martin Gale, Confor

Agenda item 1: Terms of Reference

Members agreed that the ToR document needed clarification as follows:

· Purpose to be tightened and background included

· Constitution to be explained in further detail, particularly members voluntary status and whether their views are personal or representative of stakeholders

· Members right to disassociate from process/decisions on both personal, organisational and stakeholder levels

· to what extent confidential issues can be discussed with colleagues in their organisation; Chatham House rule to be explained. Board agreement before any public disclosures

· Process extended to include members views on non-agreement of decisions if requested. Inclusion of comments by members not present at meetings

BA to action

Agenda item 2: PEFC re-assessment 

Agreement reached on the following: 

· CPET to make clear that the re-assessment of PEFC is separate from the annual review of assessed schemes.

· CPET to make clear that the check is restricted to the three criteria in question and will look at published documents only - as per the original assessment

· Stakeholders would be invited to comment strictly on adequacy of published documents; comments to be forwarded to CPET (ProForest).

· Methodology and invitation for comments to be issued 16 December with 30 days notice. Commence checks on 16January; report findings to PEFC by 20January and give a week for comments. Finalise findings and circulate to members before Board meeting on 03 February.

· National schemes to be checked by CPET would be: those subject to continuing controversy, a few random samples and for the standard setting criterion 1.3.3 only any scheme endorsed since October 2004 and any scheme in the process of reviewing its standards.

Agenda item 3: Annual review of certification schemes methodology

The following actions were agreed:

· Reviews to start mid to end Feb 06;

· ProForest to draft revision to guidance on interpretation of criteria to allow consideration of evidence other than published documents

· Other evidence to be limited to system implementation but not performance in the forest.

· Draft revision to be circulated to members for comment by or at the next Board meeting – 03 Feb 06.

· Final draft of revision to methodology to be sent to schemes for comment prior to final version being used

All to action

Agenda item 4: Revision of Category A criteria

Board members agreed that:

· members would send comments on existing Cat A criteria to CPET

· CPET would re-draft and circulate to the Board in advance of next board meeting

· The draft revision would remain confidential until discussed by the Board and approved by Defra then passed to schemes for 2wks to consult and comment

CPET to action

 Agenda item 5: Category B criteria Revision

Board agreed to adopt the process agreed for Cat A criteria revision

CPET to action

Agenda item 6: Definitions of Legal and Sustainable

Agreed that Defra’s Environment Sustainable Development International team would look into the international implications of proving legality. In particular:

· Would it be appropriate to publish a list of ‘high risk’ countries for buyers and suppliers to watch out for?

· Should producer countries with governance problems be invited to volunteer to be publicly listed as high risk?

KT to action

Agenda item 7: Audit programme

SDiG annual reporting process-  CPET to review in New Year 2006

· Need to choose departments for policy compliance checking

· CPET and Defra to discuss and agree the sample

Defra and CPET to action

Agenda item 8: Training and capacity building

CPET reported:

· Need to engage more LA’s in process (already being considered by Defra and TTF)

· Clearer guidance to suppliers required

· Plan to run more workshops based on lessons learnt

· Plan to hold regular workshops (monthly) in Oxford

· Further round of regional workshops for 2006. Wales highlighted

CPET to action

Agenda item 9: Oversight committee

Issue raised by CPET providers ProForest to prevent conflict of interest

· Requested member(s) of ref board to join committee to enable transparency

· Members to consider and inform CPET at next ref board meeting

Agenda item 10: Any other business

Members agreed that next meeting to be held on 3rd February 2006 at Whitehall Place

